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Disclaimer: 

 

This Feasibility Study and Partner Program has been prepared by Indian Port Rail 

Corporation Limited (IPRCL) with a clear conscience based on our experience with similar 

projects and should support the project initiators to take the right decisions regarding the 

development of the Ropeway from Anandpur Sahib ji to Naina Devi Ji temple project. Any 

future decisions are in the sole responsibility of the project initiators, Indian Port Rail 

Corporation Limited cannot be made liable for any decisions. 

 

This Feasibility Study and Partner Program has originally been prepared in English 

language. The current Study displays all the information available at the time of conducting 

the study and any previous study for the same locations.  
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1 INTRODUCTION  
 

1.1 PRELUDE 
  

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has signed on September 5, 2018 between Govt. 

of Panjab and Govt. of Himachal Pradesh through their respective Department of Tourism 

for development of Ropeway between the birthplace of Khalsa, Shri Anandpur Sahib Ji in 

Punjab and Mata Naina Devi Ji temple in Himanchal Pradesh. As per the MoU the proposed 

project will be implemented through Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode by setting up 

of a special purpose vehicle. The total paid up equity for the SPV will be Rs. 1 crore, with 

Rs. 50 lakh each as share of the two states. As per the MoU, both states will have equal 

share in the revenue, with concession period of 40 years. In the initial seven years, no 

concession fee would be paid by the concessionaire and a time period of three years would 

be given to set up this project. As the two shrines are located quite far from each other 

with hilly terrain compounding the problems of devotees visiting both the places, the 

proposed project will facilitate these lacks of devotees in a hassle, free and safer manner. 

As per the State Tourism and Cultural Affairs Minister of Punjab Sri Navjot Singh Sidhu άǘƘŜ 

ropeway will definitely prove to be a milestone in not only boosting the tourism sector of 

both the state but would also be an epitome of strengthening the Hindu-{ƛƪƘ ōƻƴŘέΦ 

 

Earlier, a MoU was signed on 26th July 2012 between the two states for development of 

the above project. However, the project of shelved into 2014 for no known reason. 

Keeping in view of the above Department of Tourism Gov. of Himachal Pradesh has 

awarded Indian Port Rail & Ropeway Corporation Limited (IPRCL) for doing a feasibility 

study for Development of Ropeway between Anandpur Sahib and Naina Devi Ji temple. It 

is pertinent to mention that earlier RITES, a Govt. of India Enterprise under Ministry of 

Railways have under taken the feasibility study for the above project in year 2009. They 

have submitted an Interim Report in May 2009 followed by a Draft report in April 2012. 

ERNST & YOUNG, a private firm has done Project Structure Report in Year 2011 for the 

same project. 

 

1.2 INDIAN PORT RAIL & ROPEWAY CORPORATION LTD. 
 

Indian Port Rail & Ropeway Corporation Limited (IPRCL) formerly known as Indian Port Rail 

corporation limited, a first of its kind Joint Venture Company (JVC) between the Major 
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Ports under the Ministry of Shipping and RVNL with the objective to provide efficient rail 

evacuation systems to Major Ports and for enhancing their capacity and throughput. The 

organisation also deals with the development of multimodal transit system in India like 

Ropeways. 

     

Á The company was registered on 10th July, 2015 as a Public Limited Company under 

the Companies Act, 2013. Recently IPRCL has been entrusted upon nationwide 

development of Ropeway Projects. 

Á IPRCL will play a strategic role and position itself to act as mentor & coordinator for 

Major Ports Railway systems and Ropeways. 

Á IPRCL is an interface with Government departments/ agencies and autonomous 

bodies on strategic issues and also work with Consultants for removing bottlenecks. 

Á Act as consultant for bringing in best practices in areas of IT, processes, systems and 

other areas related to evacuation of Cargo and development of Ropeways. 

Á Develop technical and financial competence for undertaking DPR/PMC works. 

Á IPRCL can leverage the experience, expertise and linkages to various organizations 

(Ministry of Shipping, Major Ports, RVNL, MoRTH) to build a strong base in the initial 

years of its existence. 

Á Contribute to the role of a Think-tank to develop scalable, workable models in 

Ropeways & port infrastructure for evacuation of cargo. 

Á Effectively interface with State Governments for development of Ropeway Projects. 

Interface with the Indian Railways for addressing issues such as supply of rakes, pre-

project approvals and post-project certifications for rail infrastructure projects. 

Á Attract investors and financial resources for development of Ropeway and port 

evacuation infrastructure projects. 

IPRCL has focused on developing affordable and sustainable rope-based transport 

infrastructure projects in India for the transport of passengers and cargo in remote and 

mountainous areas. 

 

1.2.1 IPRCL in Ropeways 
 

For Ropeways, IPRCL has built up capacity to offer various services like preparation of 

Feasibility Report and DPR, Bid Process Management and PMC. IPRCL is presently dealing 

with many ropeway projects in India. Some of them are Haji Bunder-Elephanta Ropeway 

in Mumbai, two ropeway projects in the State of Manipur, Berm Park to Bhavani Island 

ropeway in the state of Andhra Pradesh and Ropeway Project in Kanyakumari, etc.  
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For Feasibility Project Report, IPRCL undertakes reconnaissance survey to fix up the 

tentative alignment of the ropeway. The details of services include 

 

Á Preliminary survey of ropeway site by team of IPRCL ropeway experts 

Á Identifying suitable locations for lower station and upper station 

Á Suggesting alternate ropeway alignments 

Á Traffic study  

Á Ropeway system selection 

Á System design and technical details 

Á Project cost estimation 

Á Financial viability 

 

In DPR stage, the agency carries out the following broad activities 

  Geo technical investigation  

Á Detailed project drawings for Ropeway System and other supporting civil works.  

Á Schematic layout drawings for stations 

Á Project cost estimation 

Á Financial modelling  

Á Assisting in Project funding 
 

1.3 STUDY BACKGROUND 
 

Á A passenger ropeway was earlier proposed to be implemented between Anandpur 

Sahib and Naina Devi Ji on the following alignment: 

¶ ά.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀŎƘŀǳƭƛ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƴear Anandpur Sahib and to the back 

side of the office of the Municipal Corporation of Sri Naina Deviji via Village Toba 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜέ 

Á On this recommended alignment, two nos. of 220 KV higher energized lines were 

crossing on the route, hence it was suggested to raise the height of the conductor 

by raising the towers so that minimum permissible clearance between the 

conductor and rope can be maintained. Meticulous follow- up with BBMB followed 

ōȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ /ƘŀƴŘƛƎŀǊƘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΩлу ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻsed 

alignment needs to be shifted. 

Á After the detailed discussion with government of Punjab at Chandigarh on 14.11.08, 

a new location for the lower terminal station (beyond the transmission line) was 

discussed. This new originating point is approximately 1.2 KM away from Bhachauli 
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village and fall under the Punjab territory. To this effect, a site visit was conducted 

with all concerned including RITES representative on 14th & 15tƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩлуΦ ¢ƘŜ 

land was found to be feasible for ropeway station. 

Á The upper terminal station was earlier located on the South- West corner of Naina 

Devi Ji temple and to the back side of Municipal Corporation building. At this location 

some construction work was undertaken by local authorities. Due to this reason, the 

site on Naina Devi Ji was again visited on 13.05.2011 with Additional Director - 

Tourism, Government of HP to relocate this area. The new location of upper terminal 

station was thus selected about 21 m away from earlier location. 

Á With consideration of above points (Pt. 1-4) M/s. RITES Ltd submitted the feasibility 

report for the development of Ropeway system between Anandpur Sahib to Naina 

Devi Ji via Toba village vide letter no. RITES/RW&IE/ANANDPUR/2012 dated 

26.04.2012. 

Á As the Feasibility Report was prepared in 2012, therefore Government of Himachal 

Pradesh now had expressed a desire to have a revalidation/ preparation of Feasibility 

Report including carrying out fresh traffic study, cost estimation, financial analysis 

and preparation of Bid documents for the proposed Anandpur Sahib Ji to Naina Devi 

Ji Ropeway project. 

Á The proposed station for the said alignment was earlier decided by the Department 

of Tourism & Civil Aviation of the Government of Himachal Pradesh as per the M/s. 

RITES Limited feasibility report. IPRCL has conducted a fresh aerial survey to this 

alignment and found that High tension lines are not there. Therefore, it was decided 

that the ropeway will start from Village Rampur near Anandpur Sahib, and it is 

around 6 Km from Anandpur Sahib Gurudwara. From this point, the alignment 

moves in North east direction via Village Toba and terminates on the South- West 

corner i.e. to the backside of Municipal Corporation of Naina Devi Ji Temple. 

Á Proposed station in the Anandpur Sahib ji is located in the Punjab and the station at 

Naina Devi Ji is located in the Himachal Pradesh. 

 

1.4 SCOPE OF THE PRESENT ASSIGNMENT 
 

Keeping in view of the above and to boost the tourism in flow, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh 

has entrusted IPRCL for conducting a revalidation study of the earlier reports which covers 

the following scope of the services. As the earlier studies were undertaken long back, the 

present study will also establish the feasibility of the ropeway between Anandpur Sahib 

and Naina Devi keeping in view the present traffic flows and cost. 

The scope of work to be undertaken by IPRCL is as under 

Á Revalidation of Ropeway alignment and No. of ropeway stations 
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Á Recommendation of Ropeway System 

Á Fresh cost and financial analysis 

Á Fresh traffic study for the project 

Á Preparation of Draft bid Document for PPP project 

 

1.5 METHODOLOGY COMMENCED   
 

Consultant have adopted the following broad methodology for undertaking the project. 

Á Immediately on award of the work, a team of experts drawn from various disciplines 

viz. traffic transportation, civil engineering, mechanical engineering and Ropeway 

system was constituted to undertaken the study. Experts were deployed to Naina 

Devi Ji and Anandpur Sahib Ji for undertaking field survey and collect relevant data 

in a coordinated manner and to create a Background Information Platform (BIP) by 

sourcing all available information.  A comprehensive strategic work plan was devised 

keeping in view the objective and the time frame of the study. Following information 

has been sought from Department of Tourism, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh.  

Á Total number of tourists in flow to Naina Devi ji in the last 10 years with month-wise 

data for last five years 

Á Details of traffic in the existing ropeway at Naina Devi Ji similar to the previous 

pattern 

Á Month-wise no. of vehicles passing through the road toll gate situated at Anandpur 

Sahib for 2018. 

Á A small questionnaire was also designed to examine the willingness to pay for 

Ropeway      

Á Site visits were made by project team to have the first-hand information of the 

project and to assess the tourist potential of the proposed Ropeway project. 

Á Survey team also visited the Lower Terminal Point (LTP), Intermediate Terminal Point 

(ITP) and Upper Terminal Point (UTP) to revisit the alignment proposed and 

requirement of the ITP. 

Á Topography survey of the proposed ropeway corridor was carried out using latest 

technology used in aerial drone survey to revisit the alignment and understand 

obstacles along the proposed corridor. 

Á Summing of the above data, Draft Report will be prepared and submitted bringing 

out the traffic potential, cost and financial viability of the project.  
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2 PROJECT LOCATION 
 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The present ropeway system will cater to the 

traffic coming to/from Naina Devi. Devotees 

visiting Naina Devi Temple from almost all corners 

of the country can be the potential traffic for the 

proposed project as this will curtail the existing 

road distance of about 22 km to about 3.5 km.  

 

Before the establishing the traffic demand for the 

Ropeway, it is well to do the hinterland of the 

project from where the traffic will be generated. 

This system only accommodates the 

pilgrims/devotes those are visiting Naina Devi ji via Anandpur Sahib. It is important to 

mention that all most all tourist visiting the temple are moving via Anandpur Sahib through 

the exiting road.    

 

2.2 PRESENT LOCATION 
 

Tourist from all most all corner from India are 

coming to both the shrines i.e. Anandpur Sahib and 

Nanina Devi including some foreign tourist as both 

the places have their own significance. The primary 

hinterland of the project is the state of Punjab and 

Himachal Pradesh, secondary hinterland is 

adjoining states like Haryana, Uttarakhand, Jammu 

& Kashmir, Delhi and the tertiary hinterland can be 

defined as the rest of the Country and all other 

places from where the tourist are visiting both the 

shrines. 
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2.3 PUNJAB 
 

Punjab is one of the 29 state of India situated in the northern part of the country. The state 

covers an area of 50,362 square kilometres, 1.53% of India's total geographical area. It is 

the 20th-largest Indian state by area. With 27,704,236 inhabitants as per the 2011 census, 

Punjab is the 16th-largest state by population, comprising 22 districts. Punjab is home to 

2.30% of India's population; with a density of 551 persons per km2. Sikhism is the most 

practiced faith in Punjab, and roughly 58% of the population belongs to the Sikh faith. 

Around 38% of the population practices Hinduism. Other faiths 

include Islam, Buddhism, Christianity and Jainism. Punjabi is the most widely spoken and 

official language of the state. The state capital is Chandigarh, a Union Territory and also 

the capital of the neighbouring state of Haryana. The state is bordered by Jammu and 

Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan. Five rivers from which the region took its 

name were Sutlej, Ravi, Beas, Chenab and Jhelum. 

 

The literacy rate of the state is 75%, 

with male literacy is 80.23% and female 

literacy level is 68.36%. As of the 2011 

data records, the sex proportion of the 

state was 895 females for 1000 males. 

It has the second least sex proportion 

among other states of the nation. Since 

the state is into horticultural state, a 

broad piece of the population lives in 

rustic regions. Roughly 66% of the 

people live in country zones while the 

other 34% are urban tenants. 

 

Punjab is primarily agriculture-based due to the presence of abundant water sources and 

fertile soils. Other major industries include manufacturing of scientific instruments, 

agricultural goods, electrical goods, financial services, machine tools, textiles, sewing 

machines, sports goods, starch, tourism, fertilisers, bicycles, garments, and the processing 

of pine oil and sugar. Minerals and energy resources contribute to Punjab's economy to a 

much lesser extent. Punjab has the largest number of steel rolling mill plants in India, 

which are in "Steel Town"τMandi Gobindgarh in the Fatehgarh Sahib district. 

 

Punjŀōϥǎ D5t ƛǎ оΦмт ƭŀƪƘ ŎǊƻǊŜ ό¦{Ϸпт ōƛƭƭƛƻƴύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ D{5t όƛƴ wǎύ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ 

Compound Annual Growth Rate of 10.2 per cent between 2011-12 and 2017-18. Punjab 

is one of the most fertile regions in India. The region is ideal for wheat-growing. Rice, sugar 

cane, fruits and vegetables are also grown. Indian Punjab is called the "Granary of India" 

https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Sikhism.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Hinduism.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Islam.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Buddhism.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Christianity.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Jainism.html
http://indiapopulation2018.in/population-of-jammu-2018.html
http://indiapopulation2018.in/population-of-himachal-pradesh-2018.html
http://indiapopulation2018.in/population-of-haryana-2018.html
http://indiapopulation2018.in/population-of-rajasthan-2018.html
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or "India's bread-basket". It produces 10.26% of India's cotton, 19.5% of India's wheat, and 

11% of India's rice. The Firozpur and Fazilka Districts are the largest producers of wheat 

and rice in the state. In worldwide terms, Indian Punjab produces 2% of the world's cotton, 

2% of its wheat and 1% of its rice. 
 

 
                                                                                                                Source: www.ibef.org 

The largest cultivated crop is wheat. Other important crops are rice, cotton, sugarcane, 

pearl millet, maize, barley and fruit. Rice and wheat are double cropped in Punjab with 

rice stalks being burned off over millions of acres prior to the planting of wheat. This 

widespread practice is polluting and wasteful. 

 

The soil characteristics in the state are influenced to a limited extent by the topography, 

vegetation and parent rock. The variation in soil profile characteristics are much more 

pronounced because of the regional climatic differences. Punjab is divided into three 

distinct regions on the basis of soil types: southwestern, central, and eastern. Punjab falls 

under seismic zones II, III, and IV. Zone II is considered a low-damage risk zone; zone III is 

considered a moderate-damage risk zone; and zone IV is considered a high-damage risk 

zone. 

 

Some of USP of the state is highlighted as under 

 
                                                                                                                       Source: www.ibef.org 
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2.4 TOURISM IN PUNJAB 
 

With its rich and diverse social, historical and spiritual heritage, natural and scenic beauty, 

man-made attractions, fairs, festivals, cuisine, arts and crafts, and above all, a very warm 

and hospitable people, Punjab has all the elements which a destination can ever aspire 

for. The State, both the granary and shield of India, enjoys a high per capita income and 

living standards. The State has made huge investments in the tourism and culture sector 

in recent years. 

 

During 2016, there were a total of 6,59,736 international tourists who visited the State as 

compared to 2,42,579 in 2015 while the number of domestic tourists was 3,87,03,325 in 

2016 as against 2,57,96,379 in 2015. This made Punjab 13 in rank in domestic arrivals and 

10 in foreign tourist arrivals in the country. 

 

In partial amendments to the earlier Tourism Policy 2003, Govt. of Punjab has laid down a 

new Policy namely Punjab State Tourism Policy 2018 with ten principles as under: 

 

Á tourism's contribution to mutual understanding and respect between peoples and 

societies;  

Á tourism as a vehicle for individual and collective fulfilment;  

Á tourism, a factor of sustainable development;  

Á tourism, a user of the cultural heritage of mankind and contributor to its 

enhancement;  

Á tourism, a beneficial activity for host countries and communities;  

Á obligations of stakeholders in tourism development;  

Á right to tourism;  

Á liberty of tourist movements;  

Á rights of the workers and entrepreneurs in the tourism industry; and  

Á implementation of the principles of the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism.   

 

The policy will definitely act as a panacea for tourism sector in Punjab.  

 

There are different categories of tourist places for different categories of tourists. As 

Punjab is known as land of Gurus, so there are innumerable important places of interest 

for tourists of all religions in the country. The Punjab state has no. of Gurudwaras like 

Golden Temple, Akal Takhat (Amritsar), Gurudwara Dera Baba Nanak (Gurdaspur), 

Gurudwara founded by Guru Arjun Dev ji (Tarn Taran), Talwandi Sabo (Bathinda) which is 

related to Guru Gobind Singh ji, Manji Sahib (Ludhiana), Nanaksar Sahib (Jagraon), 

Anandpur Sahib (Rupnagar-Anandpur Sahib), Keshgarh sahib, Dam Dama Sahib (Kiratpur 
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Sahib), Gurudwara Fatehgarh sahib (Fatehgarh Sahib), Gurudwara Dukhniwaran Sahib 

(Patiala).  

 

Besides this, temples present in Punjab are Ram Tirath (Amritsar), Sri Durgiana Tirath 

(Amritsar), Jain Temple, (Ferozpur), Bhagwati (Bathinda), Kali Devi Temple (Patiala), Panch 

Mandir (Kapurthala), Devi Talab Mandir, Shiv Mandir and Sodal Mandir (Jalandhar), 

Durgiana Mandir (Amritsar), Cave Temples (Gurdaspur).  

 

Mosque and Mausoleums present in the state are Rauza Sharif (Sarhind), Jamma Masjid 

(Jalandhar), King Jaman of Afganistan Cenotaph (Shirhind), Chilla Baba Sheikh Farid 

(Faridkot City), Quadian (Gurdaspur), Idgah (Malerkotla), Moorish Mosque (Kapurthala), 

Marbal Baradari (Sangrur), Akbari Masjid (Gurdaspur), Mughal Sarai (Ludhiana), Imam 

Nasir Mausoleum (jaladhar). And other places of pilgrimage are Radhaswami Dera (Beas), 

Hussainwala, Swetamber jain Temple, Zira (Ferozpur). Churches are Saint Paul Church 

(Amritsar).  

 

The Museums present are Maharaja Ranjit Singh museum (Amritsar), Sanghol Museum 

(Ludhiana), Anglo Sikh War Memorial (Ferozeshah), Government Museum (Hoshiarpur), 

Rural Museum, Punjab Agricultural University, Art Gallery at sheeshmahal (Patiala), Sports 

Museum, National Institute of Sports (Patiala), Guru Teg Bahadur Museum (Ropar), 

Central Sikh Museum (Amritsar). Archeological Sites are Ghuram (Patiala), Sanghol 

(Fatehgarh sahib). Punjab state has lots of Freedom trails i.e. Jallianwala Bagh (Amritsar), 

Chotta Ghallughara (Gurdaspur), Ropar Treaty Place (Rupnagar), Wadda Ghallughara 

(Sangrur), Kuka Memorial (Sangrur), Martyrs Memorial Hussainwala (Jalandhar). Forts are 

Bahadur Garh Fort (Patiala), Shahpur Kandi Fort (Pathankot), Phillaur Fort (Jalandhar), 

Gobindgarh Fort (Amritsar), Anandgarh Fort (Sri Anandpur Sahib), Faridkot Fort (Faridkot), 

Banasar Bagh (Sangrur), Qila Mubarak (Nabha).  

 

Punjab is also rich in Leisure sites for eco-tourism, which included Greenlands and 

Gardens. These gardens are Bansar garden (Sangrur), Aam Khas Bagh (Sirhind), Ram Bagh 

Gardens (Amritsar), Shalimar Gardens (Kapurthala), Bara Dari Garden (Patiala). In wildlife, 

Punjab has lots of sites like Tiger safari (Ludhiana), Chattbir Zoo (SAS nagar, Mohali), Deer 

safari (Bathinda), Wildlife sanctuary (Abohar). There is one another type of tourism which 

is Known as Border Tourism. It includes those sites which are located at the border of 

country. These sites are Attari Wagha Border (Amritsar), Hussainiwala Border (Ferozpur).  
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2.4.1 Major Tourist Spots in Punjab 
 

2.4.1.1 Amritsar 
 

Amritsar, the spiritual capital of the Sikhs, is a 

mostly visited place due to the exquisite Golden 

Temple. It attracts pilgrims from all over the 

world, and looks particularly arresting at night 

ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ƭƛǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇosing 

pure gold dome illuminated. The memorial at 

Jallianwala Bagh near the Golden Temple is one 

of India's top historical sites along with the new Partition Museum dedicated to preserving 

the experiences of those affected by the 1947 Partition of India.  

The other visiting places in Amritsar are Jallianwala Bagh Akal Takht, Tarn Taran Sahib, 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh Panorama, Wagah Border, Maharaja Ranjit Singh Museum, 

Rambagh Garden, Summer Palace of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Harike Wetland and Bird 

Sanctuary, Khalsa College, Durgiana Temple Bathinda Fort, Kaiser Bagh Park etc.  

 

2.4.1.2 Chandigarh 
 

Capital city Chandigarh is a modern-day 

planned city that's different to any other in 

India. The extraordinary 25acre Fantasy 

Rock Garden is the main highlight of the 

city. Artist Nek Chand used all kinds of 

urban and industrial waste, as well as local 

stone, to personally create a multitude of 

quirky sculptures (including more than 

2,000 statues) over 20 years. The other attractions of the city include the iconic Open Hand 

Monument (located in the UNESCO World Heritage Capitol Complex) and a 56 foot tall 

replica of Paris's Eiffel Tower (located in Leisure Valley, in front of the Government 

Museum and Art Gallery). Sukhna Lake (which has paddle boats) and the city's various 

parks and gardens are one of the charms. There's a Rose Garden with 1,500 varieties, and 

a Bougainvillea Garden. The other visiting place in Chandigarh are Shanti Kunj, Morni Hills, 

Chhatbir Zoo, Rose Garden, Le Corbusier Centre, Government Museum and Art Gallery, 

Sarkaria Cactus Garden, Timber Trail, Butterfly Park, Yadvinder Garden, Garden of 
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Fragrance, Chandigarh Botanical Garden and Nature Park, Mahendra Chaudhary 

Zoological Park, Chhatbir Zoo, Terraced Garden, International Dolls Museum. 

 

2.4.1.3 Ludhiana 
 

The Largest city in the state of Punjab, Ludhiana 

is located on the old banks of the Sutlej River. The 

city was founded by two chiefs appointed by 

Sikandar Lodi and named it after the Lodi dynasty. 

After the fall of the Lodi dynasty the Mughals 

were under the control of this region. The decline 

of the princely dynasty was followed by a British 

Rule in the area. The city played a vital role during 

the uprising of 1857 and was also the home town of the freedom fighter Sukhdev who was 

executed by the British along with Bhagat Singh and Rajguru. The City enjoys a favourable 

climate throughout the year, except for the summer months from April to August.  

 

The important places of Ludhiana include: Lodhi Fort, Rural Heritage Museum, Tiger Zoo, 

Punjab Agricultural University Museum, Gurudwara Charan Kamal, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 

War Museum, Phillaur Fort, Nehru Rose Garden, Deer Park. 

 

2.4.1.4 Jalandhar 
 

Jalandhar was formerly known by the name 

Prasthala in the Mahabharatha and was 

renamed to Jullundur during the British rule. 

The city along with the Pakistan acquired 

Multan are the 2 oldest cities in Punjab. The 

region surrounding the city is known as 

Jalandhar Doab which marked the eastern 

territory of the kingdom of Alexander the 

Great. Today Jalandhar is a prime commercial 

centre with several industries. Jalandhar is situated on the Grand Trunk Road and before 

the arrival of Sikhism, Hinduism was the main religion followed here. Jalandhar served as 

the capital of Punjab before the establishment of Chandigarh after Indian independence 

in 1947.  
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The important places of Jalandhar include: Imam Nasir Masjid, Tulsi Mandir, Shaheed-E-

Azam Sardar Bhagat Singh Museum, Wonderland Theme Park, Devi Talab Mandir, Shiv 

aŀƴŘƛǊΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ tǳǎƘǇŀ DǳƧǊŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ƛǘȅΣ /ƻmpany Bagh, Niku 

Park, Rangla Punjab Haveli, PrithvƛΩǎ Planet, Sheetla Mandir. 

 

2.4.1.5 Patiala 
 

The erstwhile princely state of 

Patiala in Punjab was founded and 

ruled by the Jat king Maharaja 

Narendra Singh. The city was 

fortified and was surrounded by 10 

gates from all sides. The fort is a still 

a major tourist attraction in Patiala. 

The city contains a deep-rooted 

culture and has several tourist 

places to visit.  

The important places of Patiala 

include: Qila Mubarak Complex, 

Moti Bagh Palace, Banur, Samana, Baradari Garden, Sheesh Mahal, Darbar Hall, Bir Moti 

Bagh Sanctuary, Lachman Jhoola, Kali Temple.  

 

2.4.1.6 Bhatinda 
 

Earlier the city was known by the name 

Bikramgarh and was later renamed to 

Bhatinda by the Bhati Rajput Kings of 

Jaisalmer in Rajasthan. The city is familiar 

to be more than 3000 years old and to be a 

part of the Kushana Kingdom under the 

Kushana King Kanishka. The town came 

under the reign of various rulers like 

Mahmud of Gazni, Mohammad Ghori, 

Prithviraj Chauhan, Iltutmish, Razia Sultana, the Mughals and the Princely State of Patiala. 



  

Feasibility Study on Development of Ropeway  

From Anandpur Sahib Ji in Punjab to Naina Devi Ji in Himachal Pradesh    

Draft Report 14 

Bhatinda is rich with culture and heritage and has several places that attract a large 

number of tourists.  

The important places of Bhatinda include: Bhatinda Fort, Qila Mubarak, Rose Garden, 

Bhatinda Lake, Bhatinda Zoological Park, Lakhi Jungle, Bir Talab Zoo, Chetak Park, Dhobhi 

Bazaar. 

2.4.1.7 Pathankot 
 

Situated near the very northern tip of the Gurdaspur, the district of Pathankot forms the 

gateway to the northern states of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir. A hub for 

traffic into the Himalayan foothills, it is connected by major highways and railway tracks 

to the plains of India. Traditionally known for its shawl-weaving industry, it is flanked by 

the boulder rich Ravi and Chakki Rivers, and is today largely dependent on the stone-

crushing industry. The city was the Capital of the Pathani Rajputs state of Nurpur. Its scenic 

location and the cultural heritage of the Rajputs have made this city a well frequented 

tourist spot.  

 

The important places of Pathankot include: Mukteshwar Temple, Ashapurni Mandir, 

Kathgarh Temple, Nurpur Fort, Ranjit Sagar Dam, Hydraulic Research Station, 

Shahpurkandi Fort, Kali Mata Ka Mandir. 

 

2.4.1.8 Kapurthala 
 

The capital of the princely State of KapǳǊǘƘŀƭŀΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊƛǎ of 

tǳƴƧŀōΩ ŘǳŜ to its architecture. The monuments and gardens in the city are evident of the 

Indo-Saracen and French style architecture. The State of Kapurthala was ruled by the 

Ahluwalia Dynasty but was founded in the 11th century by the Bhati Rajput clan from 

Jaisalmer in Rajasthan. The city is a famous tourist attraction in Punjab due to its distinctive 

architecture and gardens. The gardens, palaces, villas and mosques blend European, Indo-
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Saracenic and Sikh styles with enthusiastic abandon. The Jagatjit Palace, Moorish Mosque 

and Panj Mandir are a major attraction for visitors to Kapurthala. Science enthusiasts are 

known to make a beeline for the Pushpa Gujral Science City, while nature lovers take in 

their fill of avian activity at the Kanjli Wetlands. A short distance from the city is Sultanpur 

Lodi, a site held sacred by Sikhs for its association with Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism. 

The important places of Kapurthala include: The Jagatjit Palace, Jagatjit Club, Elysee 

Palace, Panj Mandir, Kanjli Wetland, Shalimar Garden, Nihal Palace, State Gurudwara, 

Moorish Mosque, Durbar Hall, RCF Kapurthala Golf course, Sultanpur Lodhi, etc.  

 

2.4.1.9 Mohali 
 

The city of Mohali was recently renamed as Ajitgarh, after Sahibzada Ajit Singh (SAS), the 

eldest son of Guru Gobind Singh. The city is located adjacent to the state capital 

Chandigarh and is considered a part of the tri city, Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali. The 

city was formerly a part of the Ropar or Rupnagar District but was recently carved as a 

separate city. The district includes Mohali, Kharar and Dera Bassi teshils. The important 

townships in the district are Kharar, Kurali, Mohali, Zirakpur and Dera Bassi. Kharar tehsil 

is the largest administrative unit of the new district with 154 villages followed by Dera 

Bassi tehsil with 144 villages. 

The important places of Mohali include: Rose Garden, Silvi Park, Mataur Lake, Rock Garden, 

Sukhna Lake, Sukhna Wildlife Sanctuary, Gurdwara Amb Sahib, Mansa Devi Temple, 

Gurudwara Nada Sahib, Punjab Cricket Association Stadium. 
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2.4.1.10 Ropar 
 

The town overlays the Shivalik ranges of the Himalayas and is located at the banks of the 

River Sutlej. The town is a shadily populated spot famous for being as one of the major 

excavation sites of the Indus Valley Civilization. Ropar is the first Indus valley excavation 

site in independent India. The excavations from Ropar have yielded a detailed insight on 

the Indus valley civilization and the Harappa Culture. On further study of the excavations, 

the archaeologists have deciphered a change of culture with some missing elements. A 

total of six recognizable cultural changes had taken place. wǳǇƴŀƎŀǊΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŜǎǘ ǘƻǿƴΣ 

Anandpur Sahib, was built by Guru Tegh Bahadur. Guru Gobind Singh, the most martial of 

the Sikh Gurus, who established the Khalsa army in this place to combat the increasingly 

aggressive Mughal rulers, with Takht Sri Keshgarh Sahib marking the birth place of the Sikh 

Nation. Parivar Vicchora Sahib where Guru Gobind Singh was separated from his family on 

being ambushed by Wazir Khan, the governor of Sirhind; Bhatta Sahib where the tenth 

Guru took refuge among some Pathans, houses the weapons that he gifted his benefactors. 

The Sutlej River, harnessed by the Bhakra Nangal Dam here forms the second largest 

reservoir in India, and is called Gobindsagar after the tenth Sikh Guru. The dam also creates 

a beautiful wetland, as popular with a variety of birds as it is with tourists. The Nangal 

Wetland in close proximity offers wildlife enthusiasts many a thrill in its resident, as well 

as, migratory birds from the trans-Himalayan region. 

 

The important places of Ropar include: Anandpur Sahib, Chamkaur Sahib, Bhakra Nangal 

Dam, Ropar Wetland, Gurudwara Parivar Vichhora Sahib, Gurudwara Bhatta Sahib, 

Jateshwar Mahadev Temple. 



  

Feasibility Study on Development of Ropeway  

From Anandpur Sahib Ji in Punjab to Naina Devi Ji in Himachal Pradesh    

Draft Report 17 

2.5 TOURIST FOOTFALL IN PUNJAB 

Different important tourist spots in the state with their tourist foot fall is tabulated as 

under: 

District Tourist spots Approximate 

No. of visitors 

in peak season 

(month) 

Approximate No. 

of visitors in lean 

season (month) 

Amritsar Wagha Border 25,000 8,000 

Ram Tirath 2,00,000 12,000 

{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ church 1,20,000 5000 

Golden Temple 60,00,000 30,00,000 

Durgiana Temple 8,00,000 1,50,000 

Jama Masjid Khairudin 15,000 4,500 

Barnala 

 

 

Gurudwara Nanaksar 70,000 14,000 

Geeta Bhawan 65,000 8,500 

Barnala quila 42,000 7,500 

Gurudwara Arisar Sahib 75,000 19,000 

Bhatinda Takht Sri Damdama Sahib 80,000 2,50,000 

Maisar Khana mandir 80,000 35,000 

Qila Mubarak/ Bathinda Fort 1,15,000 35,000 

Hazi Rattan Gurudwara and 

Dargah 

60,000 7,000 

Bathinda lake 1,50,000 30,000 

Bir Talab 1,10,000 10,000 

Faridkot Gurudwara Tilla Baba Farid 10,000 3,000 

Quila Mubarik 2,500 500 

Darbar Ganj 2,500 1,000 

Gurudwara 

Godari Sahib 

12,000 6,000 

Fatehgarh 

Sahib 

Gurudwara jyoti Saroop 60,000 10,000 

Gurudwara Fatehgarh sahib 50,000 12,000 

Fazilka Abohar Black Buck Sanctuary 1,00,000 13,000 

Asafwala war memorial 98,000 15,000 

Ferozepur Saragarhi Memorial Gurudwara 750 250 

Harike Wildlife Sanctuary 2,500 500 

Gurdaspur Gurudwara Kandh Sahib, 

Batala, Gurdaspur 

10,00,000 80,000 
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District Tourist spots Approximate 

No. of visitors 

in peak season 

(month) 

Approximate No. 

of visitors in lean 

season (month) 

Gurudwara damdama sahib 

Patshahi Chevien Shariffar gobind 

Pur Distt. Gurdaspur 

70,000 20,000 

Hoshiarpur Archeological Museum 1,000 500 

Sadhu Ashram 5,000 2,500 

Jalandhar Devi Talab Mandir 4,00,000 55,000 

Gurudwara Shedan baba nihal 

singh ji Talhan sahib 

1,00,000 15,000 

Kapurthala Pushpa Gujaral Science City 25,000 10,000 

Ludhiana Gurudwara Shri Manji sahib 8,200 6,715 

AmaltasTiger Safari 1,150 958 

Hosiery market 16,383 13,698 

PAU mesume 600 450 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh Mesume 458 378 

Mansa Gurudwara Sahib Nauvi Patshahi 60,000 7,000 

Durga Mata Mandir 1,50,000 24,000 

Smadh of Bhai Gurdas 60,000 11,000 

Mata Shitla Mandir 90,000 14,000 

Krishna Mandir 80,000 25,000 

Moga Gurudwara Shri Gurusar Sahib 

Patashahi Chhevin 

8,000 4,000 

Nehru Park 2,500 1,000 

Pathankot Prachin Shiv Madir kathgarh Sahib 3,00,000 20,000 

Shahpur kandi fort, Pathankot 20,000 1,250 

Mata Asha Purni, Pathankot 60,000 15,000 

Mukteshwar Temple (Cave) 2,50,000 60,000 

Prachin Kali Mata mandir 40,000 9,500 

Rajnit Sagar Dam 15,000 4,500 

Patiala Dukhniwaran Gurudwara 60,000 15,000 

Quila Mubarak 50,000 35,000 

Kali Mata Mandir 55,000 12,000 

Sheesh mahal 3,500 2,500 

Roopnagar Archaeological Museum 500-600 150-200 

Gurudwara Keshgarh Sahib 55,00,000 5,00,000 
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District Tourist spots Approximate 

No. of visitors 

in peak season 

(month) 

Approximate No. 

of visitors in lean 

season (month) 

Virasat-eKhalsa 10,00,000 50,000 

Kisan Haveli 5,000 500 

S.A.S Nagar Gurudwara Singh Shaheedan, 

Suhana 

3,00,000 1,00,000 

Chappar chiri 25,000 10,000 

S.B.S Nagar Shaheed Bhagat Singh Museum, 

Khatkar Kalan 

55,000 45,000 

Gurudwara Manji Sahib 

Nawanshahr 

40,000 32,000 

Sangrur Museum and Banasar garden 2,500 1,800 

Mukatsar Gurudwara Shri Tuti gandi sahib 4,00,000 10,000 

Sri darbar sahib 10,00,000 4,00,000 

Tarn-Taran Gurudwara Shri Darbar Sahib 4,00,000 70,000 

Gurudwara Jhulna Mehal 20,000 1,200 

Source: Department of Tourism, Govt. of Punjab 

 

2.6 ANANDPUR SAHIB 
 

Anandpur Sahib, one of the holiest Sikh sites, was founded by Guru Tegh Bahadur. A 

museum dedicated to, and named after him, displays a collection of oil paintings depicting 

the trials and tribulations of his times. A shrine has also been raised in honour of Bhai 

WŀƛǘƘŀΣ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ DǳǊǳ ¢ŜƎƘ .ŀƘŀŘǳǊΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜƭƘƛ ǘƻ tǳƴƧŀōΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǳǊǳΩǎ 

ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ŀƪƘǘ {Ǌƛ YŜǎƎŀǊƘ {ŀƘƛōΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǎƘǊƛƴŜΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƙƛƭlock with 

the lower Shivaliks as a backdrop, is where Guru Gobind Singh formed the Khalsa Panth 

(Sikh Nation). It was in commemoration of the third centenary of the founding of the Panth, 

that the sprawling Khalsa Heritage Complex was envisaged and shaped into the state-of-

the-art repository that we know it today. Called the Virasat-e-Khalsa. This museum sheds 

light on the vision of the Sikh Gurus, and provides an insight to Sikh history, culture and 

heritage. As a Sikh bastion, Anandpur Sahib was heavily fortified and today the 

fortifications include gurdwaras. Of these, Gurdwara Qila Anandgarh Sahib was where the 

Khalsa army was held under siege, while GurŘǿŀǊŀ IƻƭƎŀǊƘ {ŀƘƛō Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘΣ 

most spectacular festival, the Hola Mohalla. This week-long jamboree, drawing visitors 
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from around the world, includes mock battles, equestrian events, elephant processions, 

kirtan, poetry recitations and endless meals at community kitchens. 

 

2.6.1 Important Places in Anadpur-sahib ji  
 

Gurudwara Guru-Ka-Mahal (Bhora Sahib): Residence of Sri Guru Teg Bahadur inherited by 

Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji; the sahibzadas- the holy sons of the 10th Guru were born here. 

There is an underground room where the 9th Guru used to meditate. 

 

Gurudwara Thara Sahib: The 9th Guru used to deliver sermons from this raised platform. 

There is place where the Kashmiri Brahmins came to seek protection.  

 

Gurudwara Sis-Ganj Sahib: The martyred head of the 9th Guru which was heroically 

brought by Bhai Jaita (Bhai Jiwan Singh after taking holy nectar according to Sikh rites 

(baptism) in exultant defiance of the Mughal authorities was cremated here, 

ceremoniously.  

 

Akal Bunga: After cremation of the holy head of his father, followed by a prayer to the 

Almighty, the 10th Guru had rested here with his relations and followers.  

 

Gurudwara Damdama Sahib: The 10th Guru was given the Guru Gaddi, here. It was from 

here that he had declared the end of the institution of the Masands-the priestly agents of 

the former Gurus.  

 

Gurudwara Manji Sahib: The Sahibzadas received their education and military training at 

this spot. Military exercises were also rehearsed here. 

 

Gurudwara Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib: This is the main hub at Anandpur Sahib. This place is 

the birthplace of the Khalsa. Among the Five Temporal Authorities (Five Takhts), this place 

holds an esteemed value in the religion of Sikhism. The Gurudwara is located on the hill 

where Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji used to hold congregations. 

 

Forts:  

10th Sikh Guru Guru Gobind Singh made five forts on the border of the city. The buildings 

to commemorate each of these were built between late 1970s and the late 1980s. 

¶ Qila Anandgarh Sahib: This was the main fort, after which the city was also 

named Anandpur Sahib. The Army once resided here. 

¶ Qila Holgarh Sahib 
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¶ Qila Lohgarh Sahib: Here the weapons for the Army were made. 

¶ Qila Fatehgarh Sahib 

¶ Qila Taragarh Sahib 

 

Virasat-e-Khalsa (formerly known as Khalsa Heritage Memorial Complex) is a museum 

located in Sri Anandpur Sahib. The museum gives an insight to the events that took place 

in Punjab five hundred years ago which gave birth to Sikhism and finally the Khalsa Panth. 

The museum throws light on the vision of the Gurus, the eternal message of peace and 

brotherhood which they delivered to the whole mankind and the rich culture and heritage 

of Punjab. The museum is intended to commemorate 500 years of Sikh history and the 

300th anniversary of the Khalsa, the scriptures written by the 10th and last Guru of 

Sikhism, Gobind Singh, founder of modern Sikhism. For the Sikhs, this Complex would 

serve as a reaffirmation of roots. For the non-Sikhs, it will be an inspiring journey into a 

spirited culture, providing a fascinating insight into the Sikh faith and its history. 

 

2.6.2 Festivals and Fairs 
 

Hola Mohalla: To display of the martial spirit of his people Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji decided 

that the occasion of the festival of Holi, fun and frolic and colour splashing, be the occasion 

for the and he gave this festival of Holi a more masculine name of Hola Mohalla. Each year 

Hola Mohalla marks the congregation of lacs of devotees from all over the country for a 

festival of colour and gaiety. It is estimated that 100,000 devotees from all over the 

country visit the place every year during the festival. 

During the three-day festivals, all the Gurudwaras are decorated, and community 

conferences followed by religious functions. Moreover, a huge procession of Nihangs is 

organized where people dress up in traditional outfit and carry weapons. On the third day, 

the possession passes through headquarter of Nihangs, the market, and reaches the fort 

of Holgarh. Holgarh is the place where Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji used to celebrate all 

festivals and fairs. The occasion also includes martial games, horse riding, tent pegging, 

sword wielding and so on. This is the time when Anandpur Sahib becomes live and enticing. 

March is the best time to visit the Holy City of Bliss. 
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2.6.3 Climate 
 

Anandpur Sahib's climate is classified as warm and temperate. When compared with 

winter, the summers have much more rainfall. This location is classified as Cwa by Köppen 

and Geiger. The average annual temperature in Anandpur Sahib is 24.0 °C. Precipitation 

here averages 1107 mm. 

 

The least amount of rainfall occurs in November. The average in this month is 10 mm. In 

July, the precipitation reaches its peak, with an average of 354 mm. 

 

2.6.3.1 Weather by Month / Weather Averages 
 

 

The temperatures are highest on average in June, at around 33.2 °C. At 13.3 °C on average, 

January is the coldest month of the year. 

 


























































































































